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Granite Construction Company Helps San Jose 
Realize an Example of City’s Smart, Green Streets 

 
City integration of San Jose’s Green Vision elements demonstrates how everyday  

projects can be green 
 

Innovative project looks at sustainable construction material for roads 
 
SAN JOSE, CALIF., March 14, 2008—When the Amgen Tour of California rolled into San Jose on February 

20 for its Stage 3 Finish with its world-class riders, their high-tech bikes and international support crews, the 

area surrounding San Jose City Hall was transformed into a temporary cycling village.  While there were many 

colorful and exciting visuals to behold, one of the more significant components to the area was the use of an 

innovative environmentally sensitive technology.  

Prior to the Amgen Tour of California arrival, the City of San Jose teamed with Granite Construction 

Company to place a test section of 500 tons of recycled asphalt pavement (RAP) on the north side of Santa Clara 

Street in front of City Hall.  The area, which guaranteed Tour move-in and move-out ease, serves as a 

demonstration of how standard city operations, such as paving, can be key to the Green Vision implementation. 

According to Dave Donnelly, Branch Manager, of Granite Construction’s Bay Area Branch, “Asphalt 

concrete is one of the construction industry’s most recycled material.  When repaving roads, Granite 

Construction Company grinds off the surface, reclaiming the product and then reintroduces 10-to-15 percent of 

the RAP (Recycled Asphalt Product) back into the production of new asphalt concrete.  The method used for 

this lot, which is  increasingly accepted as the industry’s “Green” alternative, is just the beginning as we 

continue to introduce new recycled materials into the process,” Donnelly said. “We applaud San Jose for its 

Green Vision and taking a lead in implementing significant, environmentally friendly infrastructure changes.” 

The City of San Jose is interested in further use of RAP in overlay projects as well as crushed/recycled 

asphalt and concrete for road base. Additionally, working with Granite Construction Company and others in the 

construction industry, the City is continuing to review the benefits of asphalt rubber (recycled tires), asphalt 

shingles (roofing waste), pervious concrete and asphalt and permeable/porous landscape products—which allow 
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water to penetrate the surface.  Permeable construction products help slow runoff, reduce stress on the 

sewer/storm water system and recharge the ground water tables. 

“With San Jose’s Green Vision, it is our goal to make San Jose streets smarter and environmentally 

friendly. We want to thank Granite Construction Company and its vendors for supporting this initiative and their 

donation of labor, equipment and trucking.  It is allowing us to test new ways to pave streets with an 

environmentally friendly material,” said Mayor Reed.  “It is our hope that projects like this will serve as a test 

for a large-scale adoption in the future and that we can further procure local green products.” 

 

About Granite Construction 

Granite Construction Company was founded in 1922 in Watsonville, CA and has been providing civil 

construction services and construction materials products throughout California for more than 85 years. Granite 

Construction’s Environmental Vision and Strategy endorses building enduring value through our recycling 

strategies, energy conservation, land use/reclamation and other innovative sustainable construction applications. 

Through this strategy Granite Construction conserves materials and protects the environment.  Granite 

Construction Incorporated is a member of the S&P 400 Midcap Index, the Domini 400 Social Index and the 

Russell 2000. Granite Construction Company, a wholly owned subsidiary, is one of the nation’s largest 

diversified heavy civil contractors and construction materials producers. Granite Construction Company serves 

public and private sector clients through its offices and subsidiaries nationwide. For the 5th straight year, Granite 

was named to Fortune’s List of 100 Best Companies to Work For. For more information about Granite, please 

visit their website at http://graniteconstruction.com   

 

About San Jose’s Green Vision 

San Jose’s Green Vision is a comprehensive strategy that addresses how environmental responsibility 

makes financial sense and stimulates economic opportunity.  With the Green Vision, San Jose will lead 

the nation in becoming more energy efficient, producing and using electricity from clean renewable 

sources, creating green buildings, diverting waste from landfills, creating greener street systems, 

delivering recycled water, and reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  This vision includes 10 bold goals 

that will serve as a roadmap to reduce the carbon footprint of the tenth largest city in the nation by 

more than half.  For more information, please visit, http://www.sanjoseca.gov/pdf/SanJoseGreenVision.pdf 

About the City of San Jose’s Office of Economic Development 

The City of San Jose's Office of Economic Development (OED), a division of the San Jose Office of the City 

Manager, is committed to a vital, competitive San Jose economy that increases prosperity for people and 

companies and enhances City revenues.  The Office guides the City's economic strategy, provides assistance for 

business success, helps connect employers with trained workers, and provides art and cultural resources to our 

community.  For more information, please visit, www.sjeconomy.com/. 
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About the City of San Jose 

From its founding in 1777 as California's first city, San Jose has been a leader, driven by its spirit of innovation. 

Today, San Jose stands as the largest city in Northern California and the Capital of Silicon Valley—the world's 

leading center of innovation. The city, the 10th largest in the U.S., is committed to remaining a top-ranked place 

to do business, work, live, play and learn.  For more information, visit, www.sanjoseca.gov.  
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