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San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed Launches “Academy Awards” of 
the Clean Tech Industry 

 
Richest U.S. Clean Tech Competition Kicks Off 

With More Than Half a Million Dollars in Prizes for Early-Stage Innovators 
 
 
SAN JOSE, Calif., April 2, 2008 — Clean Tech Open, an organization dedicated to helping great 

ideas become viable businesses that will drive the new green economy, today announced the 

launch of its third annual California competition. A proven catalyst for promoting and fostering 

early-stage companies innovating in the clean technology arena, Clean Tech Open brings 

together a unique and powerful community of entrepreneurs, venture capitalists, business 

leaders, government officials and others to drive economic growth and ensure environmental 

sustainability. 

 

Clean Tech Open’s California competition speeds clean technologies from the lab to the market 

by providing winners with both early-stage capital and expertise. The goal of the competition is to 

foster innovative new companies focused on energy efficiency, smart power, renewable energy, 

transportation, green building materials, pollution control and resource management. The 

competition, which focuses solely on clean technology, seeks entries from professionals, 

scientists and students who plan to locate their operations in California. 

 

“This annual clean tech competition provides education and support for entrepreneurs with great 

ideas and helps them create viable businesses,” said Marc Gottschalk, co-founder of the Clean 

Tech Open. “To date, we have mentored more than 95 finalists and awarded more than $1.2 

million in cash and services, making ours the richest clean tech competition in the United States 

today.” 

 

The launch event, which will take place on Wednesday, April 9th, from 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM at the 

San Jose City Hall Rotunda, will feature insights and discussion from some of the clean tech 

community’s most influential thought leaders, including San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed, Clean Tech 

Open Co-Founder Marc Gottschalk, Cool Earth Solar Founder Eric Cummings and Steve 

Jurvetson, Managing Director of Silicon Valley venture capital firm, Draper Fisher Jurvetson. 

 

Guests will include past competition winners and runners-up, local venture capitalists, competition 

sponsors and partners, state and local government officials, and clean tech entrepreneurs. 

Exhibits by key Clean Tech Open Alumni companies will also be featured.  



 

Clean Tech Open’s California competition prize package of cash, services and office space goes 

above and beyond other awards and presents a rare opportunity for early-stage start-ups. This 

year’s competition will give awards, valued at a total of more than $600,000, to early-stage 

innovators in six critical technology categories: renewable energy, transportation, smart power, 

energy efficiency, green building, and air/water/waste management. In addition to prizes for the 

winners, finalists have the opportunity to engage in six months of mentorship and networking 

exercises including business-process workshops, technology symposia, and presentations 

designed to impart the skills and knowledge needed for success. 

 

"Clean Tech Open encourages the best and brightest minds to create technological solutions to 

some extremely complex and important problems, and connects them to the individuals and 

organizations that can help make their dreams a reality,” said Michael Santullo, Clean Tech 

Open’s Co-Founder. “This is a competition with truly no losers – everyone can benefit from the 

development of innovative technologies that will help to save our environment and the world.” 

 

For more information on how to enter the Clean Tech Open 2008 California competition, or learn 

about the April 9th San Jose kick-off event, please visit: www.cleantechopen.com. 

 

About Clean Tech Open: 
Clean Tech Open brings together a unique and powerful combination of entrepreneurs, 

researchers, environmentalists, investors, business professionals and others to drive economic 

growth and ensure environmental sustainability. By giving winners early-stage capital and 

expertise, the 2008 California competition speeds clean technologies from lab to market. The 

goal is to foster innovative new businesses focused on energy efficiency, smart power, renewable 

energy, transportation, green building materials, pollution control and resource management. The 

competition thrives on the state's strong business and governmental support for innovation, 

technology and environmental protection to create rich soil for the growth of clean technology 

enterprises that foster a healthy natural environment. To learn more, please visit: 

www.cleantechopen.com 

 

Clean Tech Open is sponsored by Acterra: Action for a Sustainable Earth, a 501(c) (3) nonprofit 

based in Palo Alto, California. The competition is supported by a diverse array of businesses, 

educational institutions, government leaders and private individuals, and run by a dedicated 

group of volunteers including business professionals, scientists, environmentalists and 

entrepreneurs. 

 



About San Jose’s Green Vision 
The Clean Tech Open complements San Jose’s Green Vision: a comprehensive strategy that 

addresses how environmental responsibility makes financial sense and stimulates economic 

opportunity.  With the Green Vision, San Jose will lead the nation in becoming more energy 

efficient, producing and using electricity from clean renewable sources, creating green buildings, 

diverting waste from landfills, creating greener street systems, delivering recycled water, and 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  This vision includes 10 bold goals that will serve as a 

roadmap to reduce the carbon footprint of the tenth largest city in the nation by more than half.  

For more information, please visit, http://www.sanjoseca.gov/pdf/SanJoseGreenVision.pdf 

 
About the City of San Jose 
From its founding in 1777 as California's first city, San Jose has been a leader, driven by its spirit 

of innovation. Today, San Jose stands as the largest city in Northern California and the Capital of 

Silicon Valley—the world's leading center of innovation. The city, the 10th largest in the U.S., is 

committed to remaining a top-ranked place to do business, work, live, play and learn.  For more 

information, visit, www.sanjoseca.gov.  
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